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Opening Date of Fowlmead Country Park Announced
The Fowlmead Country Park at Betteshanger will officially open with a spectacular Bank Holiday event on 27th and 28th May 2007, showcasing the diversity of the park, the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) announced this Friday (1st December).

This £18.8 million regeneration project in East Kent, funded by English Partnerships, is on the site of the redundant Betteshanger colliery which has been derelict since 1989. SEEDA was first handed control of the project in 1999 since when the 120-hectare site has been remediated, decontaminated and new planting and infrastructure created.

When the park opens in May, local people will benefit from a host of attractions, all of which will be available to them free of charge.

SEEDA’s Senior Project Manager for Fowlmead Country Park, Gordon Harris, said: “This is an exciting time for people living in East Kent.  The park, a legacy for the future, has been completely replanted, although it will be 10 years before it has matured.
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“There will be opportunities for rambling, jogging, horse riding, cycling, BMXing, bird-watching and much more. We have installed a national standard 

3.5k cycling track which is bound to be an attractive proposition for cycling clubs in Kent and throughout the South East.”

A permanent visitors’ centre with park-related displays, reception area and changing rooms with showers, is also planned.

The two-day opening event featuring a celebrity, whose identity is still to be announced, will be a major Bank Holiday attraction. Ten activity zones containing displays will be specially constructed for the weekend. There will be a 3k fun run and a 3-lap cycle race, both for charity, plus a 10-lap cycle race for the more serious two-wheelers. Visitors will be encouraged to bring their bikes although there will be free shuttle buses running to Fowlmead from Deal town centre.

The Betteshanger Brass Band will be playing, providing an emotional reminder of the days when the area was a thriving coalfield.

“All this could not have been achieved but for the hard work and co-operation of the Betteshanger Regeneration Team, consisting of SEEDA professionals, Dover District Council Community Development Team and the local community, whose help has been invaluable to us,” said Gordon.

“Local people have been waiting for a long time for Fowlmead Country Park to open, and now their patience is being rewarded.”

SEEDA has set up a special website dedicated to providing information about the opening weekend. The site contains details of sponsorship opportunities and the various “zones” of activities that will be available throughout the event. This can be found at www.fowlmead.co.uk
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For further information please contact Jayne McLaughlan, SEEDA PR Manager,

Tel: 01634 899956, Email: jaynemclaughlan@seeda.co.uk, Web: www.seeda.co.uk
Notes to Editors

About SEEDA

 The South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) is the Government funded agency responsible for the sustainable economic development and regeneration of the South East of England - the driving force of the UK's economy. Our aim is to create a prosperous, dynamic and inspirational region by helping businesses compete more effectively, training a highly skilled workforce, supporting and enabling our communities while safeguarding our natural resources and cherishing our rich cultural heritage.

